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The History of Port Credit Library • PART 1
Meaghan Eldridge and Liz McQuaig

The Port Credit Public Library was established in 1896. The Women’s Christian 
Temperance Union called a meeting in October of that year to encourage Port 
Credit residents to sign a petition in support of a library. Thirty-three people signed 
the petition. Some of these men and women decided to canvass the town and obtain 
more signatures. They also collected donations, as this was to be an association 
library funded by subscribers and community support rather than through taxes.  

LIBRARY BOARD MEMBERS,  
IDA LYND AND WILLIAM SHAW

Mr. McFarlane and Miss 
Goggin collected money from 
families who lived on the east 
side of the Credit River, while 
Mrs. Gray and Miss Hamilton 
collected money from those 
who lived on the west side. 
Their efforts produced 
$110.25 in donations from a 
town of about 650 people. 

In December of 1896, Mr. V. Parker donated all twenty-five volumes of the 
Britannica Encyclopedia. Other individuals contributed their time in order to stage 
and support library events. One such event was a concert that featured performances 
by talented local residents who were not on the Library Board. Concert patrons were 
the people of Port Credit who helped raise money through ticket sales. 

Continued on page 8
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President’s Message
Elaine Eigl

Welcome to the “lazy, hazy, crazy days of summer”, 2020 style! 

A quick update on the search for Pine Grove Park is in order. In the May edition of The 
Lighthouse, Heritage Mississauga’s Historian, Matthew Wilkinson asked us to share with 
him any images of, or information about Pine Grove Park. Specifically, Matthew is trying to 
determine the location of the park. Matthew advises that the majority of the feedback he 
received places the park in the immediate vicinity of Stavebank Road and the QEW, on the 
west side of Stavebank Road. Unfortunately, the challenge remains in confirming if the  
park was north or south of the Queen Elizabeth Way. As Matthew put it, there are lots of 
‘reminders’ on the landscape, unfortunately “there are an equal number of remembrances 
that place the park on both the north and south side of the QEW”!

Friend of MSHS, Nick Moreau rose to the occasion and decided to undertake his own 
research into determining the location of Pine Grove Park. In the process Nick came across 
a fascinating story about Peter and Jurgis Strazdas, Lithuanian-Canadian developers, which 
he’s generously shared with us.

Unfortunately, I find myself in the position of being the bearer of sad news. On June 4, 2020 
former member and friend of MSHS Eric Gibson passed away. Eric’s name may be familiar 
as he was scheduled to speak to us at our May 2020 meeting about The Giant Airships, a 
topic near and dear to his heart, and now sadly an opportunity we will never realize. Eric’s 
long-time friend, and MSHS’s Membership Director and Social Convener, Jenny Dale has 
kindly written a few words about Eric. 

On a lighter note, one of my 
favourite images in MSHS’s 
collection comes from Marg 
Naish. Sadly, the location and 
names of the women in the 
photo were not captured, so 
I’ve taken to calling them the 
“Bathing Beauties”. Based on 
the women’s attire, I estimate 
the photo was taken around 
a century ago.

I like this photo because  
of the agelessness of the 
women’s expressions. These 
two are firm friends, young 
women having fun on a hot 
summer day, something we 
all can relate to. In this time, 
when nothing is normal, this 
photo is a reminder that one 
day we will again gather with 
family and friends, to play, to 
celebrate, to grieve, to love.  
In the meantime, I’m going 
through my own family 
photos, remembering days 
when a visit and a hug was 
something we did without 
hesitation or thought. Until 
we are able to meet again, 
stay safe and playful!

MARG NAISH COLLECTION, MSHS
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Unsung Heroes: The Societal and Historical Suppression of 
Black Women Activists During the Civil Rights Movement
Sarah Slasor, Undergraduate Student, Honours History, McMaster University

I asked my boyfriend what he knew about Rosa Parks, to 
which he replied, “she refused to give up her seat on a bus to a 
white guy, right?” 

While he is not wrong, his response got me thinking, why is 
this all he knows? Why is this all I know? Is this obliviousness a 
product of my own ignorance, or is something larger at play?  
I decided to dig deeper.

The involvement of female activists, specifically Black women, 
during the civil rights movement has been historically distorted 
and simplified. Important figures tend to be remembered for 
singular aspects of their extensive contributions, while male 
activists are promoted as representatives of the movement and, 
in turn, are studied in greater depth. Historical studies often 
mention Black women, but fail to include details about their 
activism or political thought.1 Rosa Parks, who is known for her 
role in the Montgomery bus boycott, and Coretta Scott King, 
who is typically remembered as the widow of Reverend Martin 
Luther King Jr. (MLK), have both made significant contributions 
to the movement that are seldom discussed. Both women 
are national icons, yet their lifelong efforts to achieve racial, 
economic and gender justice remain largely unknown. 

The suppression of the voices and legacies of Black women in 
the civil rights movement is largely a result of the intersection 
of racism, sexism, and classism, as well as the nature of 
scholarship and the way history is digested. Women activists, 
having taken on the title of “invisible unsung heroes and 
leaders,” are often ignored by academia, as the history of the 
movement tends to focus on men as leaders while feminist 
scholarship tends to focus heavily on white women.2 This essay 
will highlight the extensive accomplishments of Rosa Parks, 
Coretta Scott King, and Ella Baker, and will then explore the 
factors contributing to the suppression of their legacies and 
how the issue can be resolved.

Rosa Parks is best known for her role in the Montgomery bus 
boycott, in which she denied a bus driver’s orders to give up her 
seat for white passengers. It was not that moment that initiated 
her fight for justice, but instead her entire life that had been 
leading up to it. Parks’ passion and love of learning was instilled 
in her by her mother and grandfather, whose examples Parks 
followed in dedicating her life to racial justice.3 Before the bus 
boycott, Parks was elected secretary for the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) and founded 
the Montgomery NAACP Youth Council, where she worked with 
the community and encouraged voter registration.4 Parks led 
training sessions on desegregation following the Brown v. Board 
of Education decision, advocating against racial and sexual 
violence both nationally and throughout Alabama.5 Following 
the boycott, Parks relocated to Detroit and pushed for Black 
freedom, helped elect John Conyers, a Democratic Michigan 

Congressman, in 
1964, for whom 
she worked until 
her retirement  
in 1988.6 In  
the 1980s, she 
co-founded the 
Raymond and 
Rosa Parks 
Institute for 
Self-Development 
to bring young 
people into the 

freedom movement. Parks, often described as quiet and meek, 
dedicated over sixty years of protest to the fight for justice.

Of everyone I asked, those who actually knew of Coretta Scott 
King knew her as the wife of MLK. As it turns out, when 
Coretta Scott King met MLK in the 1950s, she was the political 
activist and influenced his decision to become involved. Like 
Parks, King claimed more than 50 years of activism before her 
death in 2006. During her career, she was a member of both 
Women Strike for Peace and the Women’s International 
League for Peace and Freedom; led a campaign in support of 
school desegregation; met with Reagan to urge American 
divestment in South Africa and was later arrested during her 
protest at the South African Embassy in Washington; brought 
attention to Black poverty and the HIV-AIDS crisis; and 
worked to end discrimination against LGBT communities.7

From 1968 onward, King led the Martin Luther King Jr. Center 
for Nonviolent Social Change, in which her husband’s papers 
were archived and educational community projects took place.8 
King spearheaded lobbying campaigns to recognize her 
husband’s birthday as a national holiday, and later lobbied for 
the passage of the Humphrey-Hawkins Full Employment Bill 
that promoted full employment and fair compensation to 
combat rising poverty levels. In the last two decades of her 
activism, King served on the boards of the Black Leadership 
Forum, the National Black Coalition for Voter Participation, 
and the Black Leadership Roundtable, and was present at the 
signing of the Middle East Peace Accords and South Africa’s 
first free elections in the 1990s.9 King was not simply the wife of 
MLK. Her activism was present from early stages of her life, and 
she used her platform to make extensive contributions to social 
change, the fight for freedom, and racial and economic equality. 
In doing so, King kept her husband’s legacy alive, and established 
herself as an unstoppable force in the fight for justice.

ROSA PARKS AT 
MRS. ANNE 
BRADEN’S HOME, 
MAY 31, 1960
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Ella Baker is another name I admittedly had never heard. In the 
1930s, Baker addressed the stigmas of gender, race, and poverty 
in her exposé, “The Black Slave Market.” In 1940, she was hired 
by the NAACP to organize branches throughout the South, and 
by 1945, Baker had helped the NAACP grow from 50,000 to 
over 450,000 members.10 By 1958, she was the President of their 
New York branch.11 Baker partook in leadership conferences 
throughout the 1940s, and in 1957, became the executive 
secretary of MLK’s Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
(SCLC), though she never obtained a leadership role. Baker 
disapproved of the SCLC’s male-dominated hierarchy, and of 
its centralized structure around MLK as a singular charismatic 
leader, as she felt that “group-centred leadership” would have 
been more effective than a “leader-centred group.”12

During the sit-in movement of the 1960s, Baker brought 
together student demonstrators to form the Student Non-
Violent Coordinating Committee (SNCC), which became 
known as the “shock troops” of the civil rights movement.13 
Through the SNCC, Baker created a “classroom without walls,” 
in which she educated young proteges and organized protests 
with the aims of non-violent action and voter registration.14 
Though the SNCC disbanded in 1972, its leaders continued to 
work toward Baker’s ideals with different organizations, and 
Baker joined the African liberation movement and fought for 
civil and human rights in her final years.15

These women, among countless others, have incredible stories 
that go largely untold. The fact that these women are not the 
primary faces of the movement and their accomplishments go 
unrecognized at the surface-level of academia is the product of 
the three interlocking systems of oppression: racism, sexism, 
and classism. During the civil rights movement, societal 
attitudes toward Black women suppressed their voices. Today, 
social movement scholarship’s focus on men and elite as leaders 
– along with feminist scholarship’s focus on white women – 
ignores the accomplishments of Black women in history.

Attitudes toward Black female activists, in the rare instances 
that they are actually studied, have been historically negative. 
Under the patriarchy, many looked to males for leadership, 
which, at the time, largely stemmed from religious traditions 
of having a male leader.16 This was evident in the experience of 

Ella Baker, who was never given a permanent position in SCLC 
nor a salary comparable to any man who replaced her.17 Many 
organizations, such as the Black Panther Party, maintained a 
male-heavy image, as their intention was to appeal to the 
“brothers on the block.”18 While this attracted members, it shut 
out many female activists who struggled to be heard. 

This male-dominated arena is perpetuated by historical 
scholarship, which tends to focus on formal organization 
and membership and ignores women’s radical protest and 
activism. As a result, history commemorates formal leaders 
and overlooks women, as leadership positions were often 
unattainable for women activists. Women of colour are 
frequently viewed as uninvolved in feminist organizations, 
and therefore unconcerned with women’s rights.19 This was 
not the case, as pointed out by historian Gerda Lerner,  
who remarked that women’s liberation meant different 
things to different women during the mid-20th century, 
and emphasized that while the mainstream societal 
ideology of women’s primary place was in the home,  
Black women’s place was in the white woman’s kitchen.20 
Liberation was different for Black women than for Black 
men, and the repression of many women’s voices during the 
civil rights movement is reflected in the way scholarship 
digests history.

CORETTA SCOTT KING AT THE VIETNAM-IN-PEACE RALLY, CENTRAL 
PARK, NEW YORK, APRIL 27, 1968

ELLA BAKER ON SEPT. 18, 1941. PHOTOGRAPH. AFRO NEWSPAPER/
GADO/GETTY IMAGES, FROM TIME MAGAZINE.
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According to historian Bernice McNair Barnett, there are 
three major biases that influence the way that Black women’s 
history is construed: (1) Black women are stereotypically 
connected with “pathologies” within the family, such as 
female-headedness, illegitimacy, teen pregnancy, poverty, 
and welfarism; (2) there is a middle-class orientation that 
ignores poor and working-class women, a large percentage 
of whom are Black; and (3) there is an apolitical, non-
leadership image of Black and poor women as political 
passivists as opposed to movement leaders.21 In turn, the 
roles of Black women have been ignored in research of 
modern social movements. As such, it is generally assumed 
that the women involved were white, and the men were 
Black.22 While the “great man” theory of leadership is often 
critiqued by sociologists, this perspective is perpetuated by 
history, as the leaders were predominantly male, and history 
loves leaders.

One of the foremost exceptions is Rosa Parks. Parks’ story is 
included with that of Malcolm X and MLK in history classes, 
but, in actuality, students only know of her for one event, 

despite the rest of her activist career being of equal importance. 
Along with Parks’ lifelong activism, history often fails to mention 
Jo Ann Gibson Robinson, Alabama State College English 
professor and president of the Montgomery Women’s Political 
Council, where Robinson had been actively planning a boycott 
of city buses months prior to Parks’ arrest.23 History also ignores 
the hundreds of women, like Robinson, who were forced to 
resign from their positions at Alabama State University and 
other workplaces across the United States.24 Society has excluded, 
ignored, and oppressed Black women; and historical scholarship 
is no different.

The civil rights movement, though perceived to be led by 
men, was heavily bolstered by Black women. Though  
not recognized as leaders, Black women initiated protests, 
formulated strategies, and mobilized other resources 
necessary for collective action. Racism, sexism, and classism 
created an environment in which women were silenced, and, 
as a result, frequently go unnoticed in historical scholarship. 
Rosa Parks, largely known for her actions on one day in her 
sixty years of activism, Coretta Scott King for her marital 

BLACK WOMEN: THE BACKBONE OF THE  
CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT FROM MEDIUM.COM
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status, Ella Baker for her association with the NAACP, and 
countless others are the unsung heroes of the civil rights 
movement. It is imperative that we recognize their 
accomplishments to cease history’s glorification of male 
leaders when Black women were integral to the success and 
legacy of the movement, and look past what history wants  
us to believe.

All sources cited in this essay are written by women.

1 Dayo F. Gore, Radicalism at the Crossroads: African American 
Women Activists in the Cold War, New York; London: NYU 
Press (2011): 161.

2 Bernice McNair Barnett, “Invisible Southern Black Women 
Leaders in the Civil Rights Movement: The Triple Constraints 
of Gender, Race, and Class,” Gender and Society 7, no. 2 
(1993): 163; Ibid, 164.

3 “Rosa Parks Interview, 1992 February,” Connie Martinson.
4 Ibid.
5 Ibid; Christina Greene, “Women in the Civil Rights and Black 

Power Movements,” Oxford University Press (November 
2016): 3.

6 Ibid.
7 “Women in the Civil Rights and Black Power Movements,” 3; 

Vicki Crawford, “Coretta Scott King and the Struggle for Civil 
and Human Rights: An Enduring Legacy,” The Journal of 
African American History (January 1, 2007): 112.

8 Ibid, 114.
9 Ibid, 116.
10 “Women in the Civil Rights and Black Power Movements,” 5.
11 Anne Romaine, “Anne Romaine Interviews, 1966-1967: 

February 1967; SCEF Office, New York; Ella Baker Interviewed 
by Anne Romaine,” 11.

12 Britta Waldschmidt-Nelson, “Ella Baker: A Leader Behind the 
Scenes,” FOCUS: Joint Center for Political and Economic 
Studies (August 1993): 4.

13 “Women in the Civil Rights and Black Power Movements,” 5.
14 Barbara Ransby, Ella Baker and the Black Freedom Movement: 

A Radical Democratic Vision. Chapel Hill: The University of 
North Carolina Press (2003): 284; “Anne Romaine Interviews, 
1966-1967: February 1967; SCEF Office, New York; Ella Baker 
Interviewed by Anne Romaine,” 12.

15 “Ella Baker: A Leader Behind the Scenes,” 5.
16 “Invisible Southern Black Women Leaders in the Civil Rights 

Movement: The Triple Constraints of Gender, Race, and 
Class,” 175.

17 Ibid, 176.
18 “Women in the Civil Rights and Black Power Movements,” 9.
19 “Invisible Southern Black Women Leaders in the Civil Rights 

Movement: The Triple Constraints of Gender, Race, and 
Class,” 164.

20 Ibid.
21 Ibid.
22 Ibid, 165.
23 Allison Berg, “Trauma and Testimony in Black Women’s Civil 

Rights Memoirs: The Montgomery Bus Boycott and the 
Women Who Started It, Warriors Don’t Cry, and From the 
Mississippi Delta,” Journal of Women’s History (2009): 89.

24 “Invisible Southern Black Women Leaders in the Civil Rights 
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The Battle of the Steamships
Nick Morneau

In late June, public ferry service to the Toronto Islands 
restarted, after months of being mothballed by the pandemic. 
This sort of boat is a novelty these days, limited to that one 
urban archipelago. Quite the change from 141 years ago, 
when the Globe had a regular “Navigation” column, focusing 
on the comings-and-going from ports across the province.

Lorne Park opened for the first time on Victoria Day 1879, 
with the Globe suggesting it was a “new candidate for favour 
as a resort for pleasure seekers.” The Empress of India, Picton, 
and Armenia “plying continuously all day,” bringing 8000 to 
10,000 passengers to the 75 acre park. About 20 acres were 
cleared, they noted, with the rest “thickly wooded.”

“On the cleared portion is erected a commodious building, 
90 feet by 40,” the article noted, “which is fitted up with 
refreshment bar, luncheon and dining room, and ice cream 
parlour on the ground floor; on the upper storey are situated 
the ladies’ parlour, a large, handsome room, and a series of 
smaller rooms, fourteen in number, intended for the use of 
visitors desiring to make a more or less prolonged stay at the 
Park.” The article goes on to describe the verandah, bowling 
alley, and billiard room, and a dance pavilion to its east.

There was “bowdyism” on the steamers, though. The Globe 
published a letter from “E.”, who noted “on every trip from 
10 o’clock to her last something disagreeable occurred, 
culminating in free fights and general alarm all round.” E. 
left the park at 6 pm, on a “dangerously overcrowded” trip. 
“Fellows full of drink on embarking got drunker still on 
board. They broke into the ladies’ cabin, which they 
converted into a ‘pandemonium,’ smoking, drinking, 
blaspheming. A lady who remonstrated with one ruffian, a 
drummer belonging to an Orange Young Britain band, was 
struck at by the coward, and her hat, costing $6, was thrown 
into the lake. In one fight even the ladies’ washing-room 
was invaded, and its windows, basins, &c., broken.”

In August 1879, there were trips made by a Toronto Sunday 
school’s picnic, as well as 52 “inmates of the Orphans’ 
Home.” (Their home was on Sullivan Street, now called 
“Orphanage Mews”, just southwest of where the Art Gallery 
of Ontario stands.) The Globe reported that they marched 
down to the Yonge Street wharf, to board the Empress of 
India. “On their arrival, the children amused themselves by 
joining in different games. Before returning to the city in 
the evening, refreshments were provided them.”

By 1893, C. J. McCuaig was the manager of a steamer 
named Greyhound, which would make twice daily stops in 
Long Branch, Lorne Park, and Oakville, three times every 
Saturday. Fares were 25 cents an adult, and included a 
“good band on board.”

Lorne Park’s manager, A. Douglass, wasn’t terribly thrilled 
by “Captain McQuaig,” as he called him. Douglass took  
out an ad in September, declaring that McQuaig “has no 
authority from the Lorne Park Company to indicate their 
intentions as regards any improvements to be made.” The 
source of the squabble is likely lost, but it served as a 
breaking point. On September 15, “the fresh and reliable 
steamer Kincardine” took over the route, under “Captain 
Blanchard,” from a different wharf.

On July 22, 1880, a random Wednesday evening, “about 
1,600 people went to Lorne Park on the Maxwell, a great 
many of whom were composed of the West End Presbyterian 
Sunday School excursionists.” The Globe commented that the 
thousands of people in and out of the city by ferry that day 
“show that Toronto for excursions by water bears the palm, 
and excels any city on the line of the lake of double its size in 
amusements pertaining to the water.”

Over the years, the boats continued to change. In 1882, “the 
staunch, fast, and palatial steamers” The Empress of India 
and The Rupert were plying the route. That year’s “Dominion 
Day Grand Demonstration” at Lorne Park promised “games, 
races, dancing, etc. Three brass and string bands, Band of 
the Governor-General’s Body Guard, an Italian string 
orchestra.” The Globe cryptically wrote about the event 
during the August long weekend, noting their trips that 
weekend “as far as could be learned experienced none of the 
‘ugliness’ on the part of the excursionists which disgraced 
the 1st of July.”

“Captain Gillespie of Cornwall” purchased the hull and 
machinery of a burnt out steamer called White Star, paying 
for it to be rebuilt at Polson’s Pier, Toronto. He took over 
the Toronto-Lorne Park and Toronto-Oakville routes in 
1905. By 1906, The Globe reports of Dominion Day talked 
of “heavy street car traffic” to the pleasure resorts, including 
Lorne Park. The nearest ferry port mentioned was in 
Hamilton. An era was winding down.

IMAGES COURTESY TORONTO PUBLIC LIBRARY
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Buying memberships and using the library were the two 
most effective ways to maintain library services. If people 
did not use the library or support it with the purchase of 
memberships, it would have been seen as a hopeless venture 
and efforts taken to maintain a library would have quickly 
faded. This was not a problem in Port Credit. By May of 
1897, the library had 130 members and 114 members had 
borrowed books.

Above all, it was the Library Board and the people directly 
involved in the library’s functions who guaranteed the 
organization’s success. By volunteering their time, they helped 
the library cut costs. They mended the books, met monthly to 
discuss what the library needed, bought the books, canvassed 
the city for donations, and so much more. It is interesting to 
note that compared to other local libraries, the Port Credit 
Library’s librarian was making substantially less. The 
Streetsville Library librarian, Miss Lilley McKindsey, made 
thirty dollars a year. In 1897, the librarian in Port Credit, Miss 
E. L. Wright, was so supportive of the work that she donated 
her yearly salary of twelve dollars back to the library.

References
Port Credit Library: A History 1896 – 1962
Port Credit Public Library Board Minutes, 1896 – 1920
A Village Library: The Story of the Streetsville Library 1854 – 1959
Researched by Meaghan Eldridge

The library was initially 
located in the teachers’ room 
at Riverside Public School. 
Other temporary locations 
followed. In the 1920s, it 
found a more permanent 
home in the Orange Hall.

CROSSING THE CREDIT RIVER

RIVERSIDE PUBLIC SCHOOL 
CIRCA 1905-1910, PHOTO 

COURTESY VALERIE GARLAND

ROSETTA SHAW (LEFT) AND 
LIBRARY BOARD MEMBER 
IDA LYND

The History of Port Credit Library 
continued from page 1
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Jurgis Strazdas
Nick Morneau

Pine Grove Park is still a bit of a 
mystery, although the search for 
information has turned up 
information on an interesting 
Port Credit resident.

To recap the last issue of The 
Lighthouse, Frank Walterhouse 
owned a park at Middle Road 
(the QEW) and Stavebank. Clues 
like Verna Mae Week’s memory 
of a “little green island” point to 
the north side, the name Pinetree 
Crescent was used south of the 
highway.

The article mentioned that Walterhouse’s property was 
purchased by Peter and Jurgis Strazdas in 1951. The Strazdas 
were Lithuanian-Canadian developers, and the lot northeast 
of Stavebank and the QEW is home to a variety of Lithuanian 
facilities, including a church, event venue, cemetery, and a 
credit union.

I reached out to the Lithuanian Museum-Archives of 
Canada, to test the theory that the Strazdas set some of 
their land aside for the community. Archivist Danguole 
“Dani” Breen looked through the collection but was unable 

to confirm the theory. Father Petras Azubalis purchased  
the cemetery grounds in 1959, when they were an apple 
orchard. While the park closed in the 1940s, it seems 
unlikely that someone starting an orchard would put up 
with the bother of clearing a pine grove.

The search led to the “discovery” of an interesting Port Credit 
story, though, in an April 1956 issue of the Toronto Daily Star.

Jurgis “George” Strazdas was a university professor, when the 
country was invaded by the Soviet’s Red Army in 1944. He 
became separated from his wife and teenage son, eventually 
ending up in a West German refugee camp. There, he was 
told that his family died in a Communist slave labour camp.

“Discouraged and unhappy, he embarked for the New World, 
resigned to spend the rest of his life in loneliness.” Arriving in 
Canada in 1950, “he spoke no English, had no money, and  
no hope.” Working on an Ontario farm, he studied English at 
night, soon moving to Toronto. Meeting an old friend, they 
pooled their money and went into building. By 1955, Dalka 
Construction had assets of $200,000 and revenue of $300,000.

He moved to Port Credit, and in March 1956, received a 
letter. “When I saw the Lithuanian postmark my hands 
began to tremble, but when I looked at the handwriting  
I thought it was all a dream.” His family had survived and 
was set to join him. Jurgis was active until at least 1980, 
when the Mississauga Times ran a “Notice of Dissolution” 
for his Strelco Development Limited.

RIVERSIDE PUBLIC SCHOOL 
1921, PHOTO COURTESY 
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Options Mississauga Print and Office Services

We offer a wide variety or products and services –  
Photocopying, Fax, Word Processing,  
Internet Café, Promotions & Incentives

Located in Port Credit, Options Mississauga is  
also an authorized shipping agent for Purolator.

113 Lakeshore Rd W, Mississauga, Ontario L5H 1E9 
(905) 274-8663 • www.optionsmississauga.com

Catering & Take-out
Specializing in Italian and Portuguese Cuisine

Offering flavourful and healthy meals, My Secret Kitchen  
is your one stop shop for grabbing lunch or  

dinner on the go for you or for your entire family.  
We also provide Event, Party & Corporate Catering.

Daily Hot Table • Fresh Pasta
Sandwich and Deli Counter • Fresh Daily Baked Bread

316 Lakeshore Rd E, Mississauga, Ontario L5G 1H4
(905) 990-2057 • www.mysecretkitchen.ca

My Memories of Eric Gibson
Jenny Dale

I first met Eric through his wife Marion as she and I were 
both on the Board of Directors of Heritage Mississauga, 
and as they only had one car, I used to drive Marion to  
and from the meetings. Norm and I and Marion and Eric 
became good friends and quite often got together for meals.

Eric was a very meek man, highly intelligent and was 
thoroughly interested in everything especially if it was historic. 
He was President of the Port Credit Historical Society for 
several years. He was also an excellent photographer and avid 
stamp collector. He loved to listen to music and read many 
books. Norm and I had a great trip to Portugal and upon our 
return Eric took all our pictures and made it into a video that 
was shown at one of the Camera Club meetings. 

Eric was the photographer at our 50th wedding anniversary 
at the Port Credit Yacht Club. Eric also lectured at various 
local organizations on subjects such as the Avro Arrow  
and Airbuses. 

Eric was an avid E-Bay user right from the beginning.  
He taught us how to manipulate E-Bay which now seems 
rather strange but when it first began we definitely needed 
help. I remember Eric found a picture of Port Credit on 
E-Bay that some farmer in Scotland was selling and he 
purchased it and was enthralled that the picture came 
wrapped in straw off the farm.

Eric published a book called “Mississauga Moments” an 
anthology of local fact, fiction and legend. I was very 
interested to learn from this book that back in the 1800’s a 
train left Union Station each night at 11:00 pm. I thought 
how ironic that a 100 years later when my kids were 
teenagers and needed transportation from the city if they 
had been drinking, that there still was only one train leaving 
at 11:00 pm. As everyone knows teenagers don’t intend to 

leave the City that 
early. (This train 
service has improved  
in recent years).

The last seven or eight 
years of Eric’s marriage 
Marion had many 
health problems and 
she had great difficulty 
moving around. They 
built a beautiful family 
room onto their house 
and a bedroom and 
bathroom on the  
main floor for Marion. 
During the years prior 
to Marion’s death Eric was a wonderful husband tending to 
her needs and doing all the cooking and grocery shopping 
for them both.

Marion passed away about eight years ago and Eric met 
Linda Charlton on the web. They were a perfect match. 
Linda had a lovely little house in Paris very close to the 
Grand River. Once settled in Paris, Eric became very active 
in local organizations and especially the Paris museum 
where he spent a great deal of time.

Eric did not have a valid passport as Marion could not 
travel. However, after meeting and moving in with Linda, 
he obtained one and the two of them travelled a great deal 
throughout the USA.

Eric’s friends left in Port Credit were so sorry to see him 
leave but were all thrilled to see him having such fun after 
so many years being homebound.

The death of both Marion and Eric Gibson is a great loss to 
the community as they were great volunteers and contributed 
greatly to the City of Mississauga.


